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Welcoming
a New Dog
to Your Life 

Bringing home a dog is a fun and exciting

experience. Your dog will need some time to

become comfortable in their new home and

adjust to their role as your family’s new

companion. Additionally, there is some must-

have supplies you'll want to have on hand to

ensure a great start.

Basics 
[ ] Food, we feed our dogs 4health
[ ] Food & water bowls
[ ] Bed, blanket, towels
[ ] Crate and/or baby gate
[ ] Leash, Y-shaped harness 
[ ] Flat collar with ID tags 
[ ] Waste bags and dispenser 
 
Hygiene & Care
[ ] Nail clippers
[ ] Shampoo & grooming brush
[ ] Flea control treatment
[ ] Heartworm preventative 
 
Training & Mental Stimulation 
[ ] Treats & food dispensing toys 
[ ] Plush, rope toys

Meeting Your Dog's NeedsDay One:  What to Expect

Your first day with your dog should be spent
allowing them to get used to their new home. It is
important to allow them time to adjust at their
own pace. It could take a few days or even
months for them to be their normal self. It is best
to give your pet some time to adjust to you and
your family before taking them to new places. 

Tempting as it is to give your new dog the run of
the house right away, that's too much freedom
too soon. Tethering your dog  to you eliminates
all destructive behaviors and will teach them your
daily routine. It's also a great way to build a bond
with your dog. You should also create a safe,
confined playpen to allow your pet to make a
gradual transition to their new home. This
prevents chewing and potty accidents, as well as
teaches your dog to settle down when alone.
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Steps for Success 

The most effective way to integrate your

dog into your life is to begin immediately.

Introduce them to family members, both

children and other pets, and teach your

dog the rules of the house. 

Independence Training

Bringing home your new dog is exciting, and you
may feel compelled to give them all of your
attention. Although sometimes difficult for you
and your dog, you should establish a sense of
independence within the first few days. Devoting
time to your new dog is wonderful, just make
sure you practice leaving them home alone. A
quick trip to the store is a great way to test your
dog. Just make sure that you leave your dog
either in a crate or a secure place so you aren’t
surprised when you return home. This short
controlled time will give you an idea of how your
dog handles being left alone.

Introduction to Children

Until you are certain that your new dog and
children are safe together, keep them separate
unless supervised. Learning to read a dog’s
body language when around children will help.
If you have concerns about your dog’s behavior,
place a leash on your dog and teach them to sit
when around children. Use treats to reward
your dog when they interact positively!

Remember: a HUGE part of making
introductions successful is the behavior of the
children. Be sure they act appropriately, too. 

Animal Introductions

Introducing your new dog to your existing
pets can be a stressful part of adoption. To
facilitate building the relationship between
animals, make all interactions fun and
positive. Expect the transition to take some
time and be prepared to go about it
gradually. Introduce your new dog to your
existing dog outside the home, making the
initial introduction down the street or in a
neutral/non-territorial spot. Give your first
pet lots of attention to reassure them that
they aren’t being replaced. Be sure that each
animal has their own food and water bowls,
toys, and bed to minimize temptations to
fight.

The primary goal for a dog and cat
relationship is to teach your dog to not
chase your cat(s), and for them to live in
harmony. Start with the dog on a leash until
you know for sure that the cat is not in
danger. If you are nervous, your pets are
more likely to become nervous. Never grab
or pick up any frightened animal and never
separate fighting animals with your hands.
Plan short periods of play time, treat time
and give attention to each pet separately
and together. Serve meals at the same time,
but start out feeding them in separate
locations. Be patient, the adjustment time
takes days and often weeks. As the dog and
cat become more comfortable around each
other, they will sort out their relationship.
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Set them up for success by taking them outside
to potty frequently, especially in the beginning.
Assume that your new dog is not house-trained
and expect to have some accidents in your
home. If your dog happens to be house-trained
then you will be pleasantly surprised. The most
effective way to manage your dog’s elimination
habits is to have a consistent eating and
eliminating schedule. In addition, take your dog
to the same place to eliminate to help your dog
understand what you want. Don’t forget to
reward your dog for going to the bathroom
outside with praise and treats!

Puppies younger than five months are like
babies, and cannot be expected to control their
bladders and bowels like an adult animal. As a
general rule, puppies can control their bladders
for 1 hour for every month of age up to 10
months. To expect otherwise is to set yourself up
for disappointment.

Using praise and routine are the most efficient
ways to house-train your new dog. Punishing a
dog by rubbing  their nose in the mess or
swatting them with a newspaper will only make
them afraid of you and avoid ever going to the
bathroom in front of you (even outside). If you
catch them in the act, simply say “no” and take
them outside. When your dog or puppy has an
“accident” in the house, simply clean it up (but
not in front of them). The way you clean the
soiled area is critical to ensure the spot does not
become a magnet for all of the pets in the
household. Avoid using steam cleaners and most
commercial carpet cleaners. Use a enzymatic
cleaner, such as Pet Odor Eliminator or Nature’s
Miracle.

10% OFF A
BOARDING
OR CLASS
SERVICE

All ACSKC alumni are eligible to
receive a 10% off discount for
any stay or classes taken at BRK
for the first six months after their
adoption date. Simply provide
proof of adoption when you visit!

BELLE  ROSE KENNELS
House Training

410.778.4669

BelleRoseKennels@gmail.com

Victory Farm
24420 Chestertown Rd
Chestertown, MD 21620
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Training your dog to feel comfortable in their
crate must be done slowly and gradually. Start
by leaving the door open and occasionally
placing a treat inside for them to retrieve. Once
your dog is comfortable going in and out for
the treat, begin feeding meals in the crate. As
your dog becomes accustomed to eating in
their crate you can begin closing the door while
they are inside, gradually increasing the time
the door stays closed. 

If your dog whines or cries, do not let them out
until they stop. However, if you have adopted a
puppy make sure you grant the request for
elimination issues and ignore the request if it is
purely for attention. Otherwise, your dog will
learn that whining is the way to get out.

with your dog without
causing distractions
for the driver

Travel

Crate Training 

peace of mind,
knowing nothing can
be soiled or damaged

Enjoy

your dog more quickly,
establishing a regular
routine

House-train

your dog with a secure
place where they can
retreat when tired or ill

Provide

A crate will help you: A crate can prevent: 

elimination around
the home

Inappropriate

behavior when left
alone in the house

Destructive

or attempting to
without regard for
their well-being

Escaping

behavior that is extreme
while the dog is with you

Attention-seeking

Some dogs have issues around being left
alone; these dogs cannot handle crating. It
is important to distinguish between a dog
that is seeking attention and one that is
suffering from separation anxiety. 

A crate isn’t a magical solution to all
problems. But when used and introduced
properly it can be a wonderful tool. Another
option is to secure your dog in the kitchen
using baby gates.



Lifetime of 
Wellness 

The health of your pet is important to us,
especially during their initial transition into
your home. The Animal Care Shelter for Kent
County is an open-admission animal shelter,
and takes in all animals needing temporary
shelter regardless of health status. Many of the
pets entering our facility are stray animals with
unknown histories, and many have never
received any preventative veterinary care like
vaccines, deworming, or parasite prevention. 
In an effort to reduce the spread of disease, all
animals entering our facility are dewormed
and vaccinated for many common diseases. 
In addition, they also undergo a brief medical
assessment prior to adoption.

Even with these measures we are unable to
guarantee that all animals are 100% free of
disease. To start your pet off on the right track,
it’s very important to schedule an appointment
with your family veterinarian for a new pet
exam within the first two weeks of adoption.
Be sure to bring a copy of your pet’s medical
history with you to your pet’s first appointment.

Below is a list of veterinarians in our
community. Those who offer discounts to
ACSKC alum are indicated with an * 
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CHESTERTOWN
ANIMAL HOSPITAL*

EASTERN SHORE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

GALENA ANIMAL
MEDICAL CLINIC

HIGH STREET
VETERINARY PRACTICE

ROCK HALL
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

SPAY NOW ANIMAL
SURGERY CLINIC

THE VISITING
VETERINARIAN

MID ATLANTIC
CAT HOSPITAL*

(410) 778-2455

10530 Augustine
Herman Hwy

Chestertown, MD 21620

(410) 778-1200

6327 Church Hill Rd.
Chestertown, MD 21620

(410) 648-6970

119B N. Main St.
Galena, MD 21635

(410) 778-2188

841 High St.
Chestertown, MD 21620

(410) 639-4080

6270 Rock Hall Rd.
Rock Hall, MD 21661

(410) 827-6464

125 Pullman Crossing,
Ste 101

Grasonville, MD 21638

(410) 708-2608

12501 Coopers Ln.
Worton, MD 21678

(410) 827-7788

201 Grange Hall Rd,
Queenstown, MD 21658

Veterinarians in Our Community



REMINDER: if you
move or change phone
numbers, be sure to
update this information
with the microchip
provider.

A microchip could be the difference
between a lost and found pet. The implant  
ensures your pet can be traced back you.
Every dog and cat adopted from The
Animal Care Shelter goes home with a
microchip identification implant. If your
pet becomes lost, contact the microchip
provider. Animal shelters, rescue groups,
and veterinarians will scan lost pets for
microchips. Many animals that have come
to ACSKC have been quickly reunited with
their owners thanks to microchips! 

Microchips

What is it?

A Microchip is about the size of a grain of
rice, and provides an identification number
that is maintained by a national registry.
This number can be traced to a pet’s
guardian. It is not a GPS tracking device. 

Why is it important?

Your pet has a microchip registered
to 24PetWatch (unless they were
microchipped prior their arrival to
ACSKC). Call 866-597-2424 to
register your pet or report if missing.
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What is ACSKC?

The Animal Care Shelter for Kent County
prevents the unnecessary pain and suffering
of domestic animals in our community, and
promotes fulfilling, happy, and responsible
relationships between people and companion
animals through outreach and education. 

As an open-admission, no-kill shelter we take
in many animals that may not be immediate
candidates for adoption. Whenever possible,
our staff and foster parents work with these
animals to rehabilitate and qualify them for
adoption to good homes. There is no set limit
to the length of time an animal can remain in
our care. 

Every animal, however long it remains in our
adoption program, is guaranteed a clean,
safe, comfortable space, nutritious food and
fresh water, medical supervision, and, when
needed, medical care and supplies. Our staff
and volunteers also provide them with daily
enrichment activities, including grooming,
exercise, and socialization. 

While we receive about a third of our
operating funds from Kent County, we are not
a county agency. The remainder of our
operating costs relies on the generous
donations from members of our community. 

Contact Us
The Shelter
Email: info@kenthumane.org 
Phone: (410) 778-3628

Animal Control 
Email: animalcontrol@kenthumane.org
Phone: (410) 708-5006

On behalf of our animals, thank you
for adopting from ACSKC!


