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Bringing home a cat is a fun and exciting

experience. Your cat will need some time to

acclimate to their new home and adjust to

their role as your family’s new companion.

Additionally, there is some must-have

supplies you'll want to have on hand to

ensure a great start.

Basics 
[ ] Food, we feed our cats Purina
[ ] Food & water bowls
[ ] Cat bed
[ ] Cat carrier
[ ] Scratching post
[ ] Litter box 
[ ] Enzymatic cleaner
 
Hygiene & Care
[ ] Grooming brush
[ ] Nail trimmer
[ ] Flea control treatment
 
Mental Stimulation 
[ ] Interactive toys (wands, lasers)
[ ] Catnip and catnip toys 

Meeting Your Cat's NeedsDay One: What to Expect

We recommend providing a personal space
for your new cat when you bring them home.
This space allows your cat to adjust to their
new environment at their own pace. As your
cat gets comfortable in their new
environment, gradually introduce them to all
areas of your home. 

Studies have shown that it can take an adult
cat up to eight months to fully integrate into a
new home, especially when factors such as
children or other pets are present. Be patient
and provide your new cat with a lot of
affection and physical contact!

Welcoming
a New Cat
to Your Life 
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Steps for Success 

The most effective way to integrate your cat

into your life is to begin immediately.

Introduce them to family members, both

children and other pets, and show them

where to use the litter box. This will help

establish their routine.  

Watch What They Eat

You’ve heard that cats are finicky. This is often
true when it comes to their appetite! Your new
cat needs to establish healthy eating habits as
soon as they get home. Cats not eating for 36 to
48 hours after arriving in a new home can
develop life threatening health problems. Newly
introduced cats should be kept in a separate,
stress-free environment and offered a variety of
canned and dry foods. Once good eating habits
are established, you can transition the cat to
a more regular food source. Contact your vet if
you suspect that your cat is not eating.

Introduction to Children

Until you are certain that your new cat and
children are safe together,  keep them separate
unless supervised. Learning to read a cat’s body
language when they're around children will be
helpful. Young children must be closely
supervised at all times with kittens as they may
accidentally injure the kitten.

Remember: a HUGE part of making
introductions successful is the behavior of the
children. Be sure they act appropriately, too.

Animal Introductions

How you introduce your new cat to other
household pets may influence long-term
relationships between animals. Allow your
new cat and your existing pets to experience
positive interactions over the course of a few
days. As the animals begin to demonstrate
an acceptance of each other, allow them to
interact under your supervision. It is best to
keep your new cat separate from your
existing pets in your absence until you are
confident in their interactions.

The primary goal for a dog and cat
relationship is to teach your dog to not
chase your cat(s), and for them to live in
harmony. Be aware that some dogs simply
will not respond to training and will chase a
cat. Start with the dog on a leash until you
know for sure that the cat is not in danger. If
you are nervous, your pets are more likely to
become nervous. Never grab or pick up any
frightened animal and never separate
fighting animals with your hands. Plan short
periods of play time, treat time and give
attention to each pet separately and
together. Serve meals at the same time, but
start out feeding them in separate locations.
Be patient, the adjustment time takes days
and often weeks. As the dog and cat become
more comfortable around each other, they
will sort out their relationship.
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Cats are not born knowing how to use the
litter box; it is something that is learned.
Cats instinctively want to dig and bury their
urine and excrement. Change is one of the
most common catalysts for cats developing
litter box problems and one huge change is
being adopted and going into a new home!
Follow these simple guidelines to make the
transition as successful as possible:

Keep food and boxes
in separate spaces.

Food

Litter Box
Training 

Have one large lid-
free box per cat. 

One Box

Select a location that is away
from high traffic areas and
easily accessible. If there are
dogs in the home, make sure
that they do not have access
to the litter box or food.

Location

Clay-based litter can be
harmful if it is ingested.
Pine pellet stall bedding
breaks down easier and
is just as effective.

Type

Thoroughly scoop the box
twice a day. Once a week,
dump and clean the box
with soap and water (do
not use scented soap).

Scoop 2x
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By adopting from ACSKC, you agree not to
declaw your cat. Declawing is illegal in many
cities, and is strongly discouraged by the
animal welfare community. To declaw is the
equivalent of amputating the tip of a person’s
finger at the last joint. Declawing actually
includes the removal of tendons, ligaments,
bone, and nerves as well the claw.

At the same time, we understand your
concerns surrounding potential damage to
your home. Here are some ways you can
discourage your kitty from putting their claws
on your curtains: 

Declawing

A quick squirt from a water
bottle will let your cat know
when they've made a wrong
choice between the furniture
and scratching post.

Training your cat to use their
post helps increase the bond
between cat and owner by
improving communication.

Correct

Clipping the nails every week
or two keeps nails short and
less able to do damage. With
the owner’s patience and
training, most cats will allow
nail trimming.

If possible, get your kitten
used to having its feet
handled and nails clipped.
Let your vet show you how
to trim your cat’s nails. Don’t
forget to praise your cat
while you clip the nails, and
reward them with treats!

Clip

Make a space in your home
where you can allow your cat
to scratch by introducing a
post. If you can, get your cat
interested in a material that
does not replicate surfaces
in your home, such as sisal
or   cardboard, as  opposed
to carpet or fabric), so your
cat will be less likely to
destroy your furnishings.

Make the post a fun place by
placing toys around it or rub
it with catnip. You can place
it near a window complete
with a bird or squirrel feeder
in sight.

Create
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Lifetime of 
Wellness 

The health of your pet is important to us,
especially during their initial transition into
your home. The Animal Care Shelter for Kent
County is an open-admission animal shelter,
and takes in all animals needing temporary
shelter regardless of health status. Many of the
pets entering our facility are stray animals with
unknown histories, and many have never
received any preventative veterinary care like
vaccines, deworming, or parasite prevention. 
In an effort to reduce the spread of disease, all
animals entering our facility are dewormed
and vaccinated for many common diseases. 
In addition, they also undergo a brief medical
assessment prior to adoption.

Even with these measures we are unable to
guarantee that all animals are 100% free of
disease. To start your pet off on the right track,
it’s very important to schedule an appointment
with your family veterinarian for a new pet
exam within the first two weeks of adoption.
Be sure to bring a copy of your pet’s medical
history with you to your pet’s first appointment.

Below is a list of veterinarians in our
community. Those who offer discounts to
ACSKC alum are indicated with an * 

CHESTERTOWN
ANIMAL HOSPITAL*

EASTERN SHORE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

GALENA ANIMAL
MEDICAL CLINIC

HIGH STREET
VETERINARY PRACTICE

ROCK HALL
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

SPAY NOW ANIMAL
SURGERY CLINIC

THE VISITING
VETERINARIAN

MID ATLANTIC
CAT HOSPITAL*

(410) 778-2455

10530 Augustine
Herman Hwy

Chestertown, MD 21620

(410) 778-1200

6327 Church Hill Rd.
Chestertown, MD 21620

(410) 648-6970

119B N. Main St.
Galena, MD 21635

(410) 778-2188

841 High St.
Chestertown, MD 21620

(410) 639-4080

6270 Rock Hall Rd.
Rock Hall, MD 21661

(410) 827-6464

125 Pullman Crossing,
Ste 101

Grasonville, MD 21638

(410) 708-2608

12501 Coopers Ln.
Worton, MD 21678

(410) 827-7788

201 Grange Hall Rd,
Queenstown, MD 21658

Veterinarians in Our Community
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Your pet has a microchip registered
to 24PetWatch (unless they were
microchipped prior their arrival to
ACSKC). Call 866-597-2424 to
register your pet or report if missing.
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REMINDER: if you
move or change phone
numbers, be sure to
update this information
with the microchip
provider.

A microchip could be the difference
between a lost and found pet. The implant  
ensures your pet can be traced back you.
Every dog and cat adopted from The
Animal Care Shelter goes home with a
microchip identification implant. If your
pet becomes lost, contact the microchip
provider. Animal shelters, rescue groups,
and veterinarians will scan lost pets for
microchips. Many animals that have come
to ACSKC have been quickly reunited with
their owners thanks to microchips! 

Microchips

What is it?

A Microchip is about the size of a grain of
rice, and provides an identification number
that is maintained by a national registry.
This number can be traced to a pet’s
guardian. It is not a GPS tracking device. 

Why is it important?



What is ACSKC?

The Animal Care Shelter for Kent County
prevents the unnecessary pain and suffering
of domestic animals in our community, and
promotes fulfilling, happy, and responsible
relationships between people and companion
animals through outreach and education. 

As an open-admission, no-kill shelter we take
in many animals that may not be immediate
candidates for adoption. Whenever possible,
our staff and foster parents work with these
animals to rehabilitate and qualify them for
adoption to good homes. There is no set limit
to the length of time an animal can remain in
our care. 

Every animal, however long it remains in our
adoption program, is guaranteed a clean,
safe, comfortable space, nutritious food and
fresh water, medical supervision, and, when
needed, medical care and supplies. Our staff
and volunteers also provide them with daily
enrichment activities, including grooming,
exercise, and socialization. 

While we receive about a third of our
operating funds from Kent County, we are not
a county agency. The remainder of our
operating costs relies on the generous
donations from members of our community. 

Contact Us
The Shelter
Email: info@kenthumane.org 
Phone: (410) 778-3628

Animal Control 
Email: animalcontrol@kenthumane.org
Phone: (410) 708-5006

On behalf of our animals, thank you
for adopting from ACSKC!


